
Round Goby Neogobius melanostomus
in the Upper Mississippi River







Mottled Sculpin

Round Goby





- Size: 7 inches (12” in native range)
- Broad tolerance for water temp, salinity, 

poor water quality, and habitat types.
- Dietary generalists – insects, crayfish, 

mussels, fish and fish eggs.
- Prolific – spawn every 20 days April – Sept.
- Life span – 4 years

Life History



First report in North America –
1990 in the St. Clair River 

• Nonindigenous Aquatic Species (usgs.gov)

https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/SpeciesAnimatedMap.aspx?SpeciesID=713
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Mississippi River Captures
2018 - 2023







Impacts
• Diet overlap with small benthic fishes
• Compete for spawning sites
• Consume juvenile mussels
• Raid nests of native species
• Decreased number of native species

• Recovery of Lake Erie Water Snake
• Abundant prey for sportfish



Impacts

• Favored baitfish

• Angler annoyance at high by-catch rates of Gobies
• Closure of SMB season during spawn
• Menasha Lock closed to navigation



Freshwater 
Tubenose Goby



Shimofuri Goby

Amur Goby



Highfin Goby



Questions?
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